XX                                                               INTRODUCTION

dive's Attack on the Nawab'$ Camp and the
Agreement of 9 February 1757

The English agents, Walsh and Scrafton, met the Nawab in Omichand's
garden and represented that "as they expected to have met him at Gonge,
in a favourable disposition towards a peace with the English, they could not
but be greatly surprized in finding him entered in a hostile manner into their
very city, and that, unless he would manifest some desire of a peace by with-
drawing his troops from the neighbourhood of Calcutta, they could not enter
upon the business they came about". This was hi the nature of an ulti-
matum to the Nawab, who naturally treated the English agents with "no
small haughtiness".10 A little later they fled from the camp without taking
formal leave of the Nawab and informed Clive of what had transpired and
what they had seen.

In the meanwhile Clive was finding it difficult to maintain his position
due to a general desertion of workmen and servants and the breaking up of
the bazar that supplied him with provisions. In such a situation he was
left with only two alternatives: either to attack the Nawab immediately
"while two-thirds of the Nawab's army were still encamped outside the
Maratha Ditch", or to retire "into the fort in disgrace". He chose the first
alternative, and with an army of 2,000, including a body of sailors landed by
Watson for his assistance, entered the camping ground of the Nawab in the
early hours of the morning of 5 February, though with great difficulty owing
to a thick fog. The attack had the desired effect, and the next day the Nawab
moved on to Dum Dum.11 The same day Ranjit Rai, Jagat Seth's vakil,
wrote to the English to send their proposals for a settlement, as the Nawab
was inclined to accept them.

There is a French version of this affair. According to Jean Law, "It
was their [English] interest to decide the quarrel in the quickest way, for
fear we should resolve to take part in it. Accordingly as soon as they saw
the enemy they purposely spread the alarm in Calcutta. All the women
were ordered on board the ships. The country merchants and people who
had entered Calcutta with the English left it, all with the intention of giving
confidence to the Nawab and encouraging him to approach so that they
might be more certain of the blows they struck him." The Nawab fell into
the snare. He imagined his mere presence would suffice to put the enemy
to flight, and the present attack would take the same course as that of the
month of June in the preceding year. He advanced and was soon in posses-
sion of the outskirts of the town. To deceive him more completely, and to
examine the position, of his camp, the English sent deputies the day before
the attack on the pretext of discussing peace terms. Further on he adds,
'The next day, the 5 February, at 4 or 5 A.M., in a thick fog, the English,
commanded by Colonel Clive, attacked the Nawab's Camp and fell precisely
upon the tent in which the deputies had seen him the evening before. (I
heard this from several Moorish officers who were in the Nawab's army.)
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